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to this : but the demeanour of the rest was not a little modified
by their hopes. In his own imperturbable firmness of character,
my uncle had grown into the habit of never contradicting anyone
in conversation. On the other hand, he listened with a friendly
air to every one's opinion; and would himself elucidate and
strengthen it by instances and reasons of his own. All who did
not know him fancied that he thought as they did: for he was
possessed of a preponderating intellect, and could transport him,-
self into the mental state of any man, and imitate his manner of
conceiving. With me he did not prosper quite so well: for here
the question was about emotions, of which he had not any glimpse;
and with whatever tolerance, and sympathy, and rationality, he
spoke about my sentiments, it was palpable to me that he had
not the slightest notion of what formed the ground of all my
conduct.
With all his secrecy, we by and by found out the aim of his
unusual stay with us. He had, as we at length discovered, cast
his eyes upon our youngest sister, with the view of giving her in
marriage, and rendering her happy as he pleased: and certainly,
considering her personal and mental attractions, particularly when
a handsome fortune was laid into the scale along with them, she
might pretend to the first matches. His feelings towards me he
likewise showed us pantomimically, by procuring me a post of
Canoness, the income of which I very soon began to draw.
My sister was not so contented with his care as I. She now
disclosed to me a tender secret, which hitherto she had very wisely
kept back; fearing, as in truth it happened, that I would by all
means counsel her against connexion with a man who was not
suited to her. I did my utmost, and succeeded. The purpose of
my uncle was too serious and too distinct; the prospect for my
sister, with her worldly views, was too delightful to be thwarted
by a passion which her own understanding disapproved: she mus-
tered force to give it up.
On her ceasing to resist the gentle guidance of my uncle, the
foundation of his plan was quickly laid. She was appointed Maid
of Honour at a neighbouring court, where he could commit her to
the oversight and the instructions of a lady, his friend, who pre-
sided there as Governess-in-Chief, with great applause. I accom-
panied her to the place of her new abode. Both of us had reason
to be satisfied with the reception we met with: and frequently I
eould not help, in secret, smiling at the character, which now as

